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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OF OUR CHAPTER E FAMILY. LET’S ALL 

WELCOME OUR NEW CHAPTER DIRECTOR, DON FERRY. I know we are 

all looking forward to a better year than 2020. Welcome 2021 with a 

smile and arms open. 
 

REMINDERS 

OK-E Gathering will be an on-line Zoom. Don Ferry will send the passcode to your email. As 

the pandemic has continued to get worse, we are left with no other choice.  All rides and 

meets have been cancelled until the first of year. 

 

Don Ferry 
Chapter E Director 
918-607-3292 
 

 

 
 

Building and Using an Effective Team 
When I was still working as a Crew Chief one of the first things, I did was build an effective 

Team around 

me to accomplish the tasks. Time it seems is always short to complete the tasks. 

 Being a part of Leadership Team gave me a front row seat to many world class Leadership 

training  
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classes, (the one thing Airlines like to do is Training.) 

The one thing I learned early on is to select talented Team Members, understand the 

kind of contribution they could make and assigning these Team Members tasks based on 

their skill set. 

Always build an effective Team. When all the Team Members completed their individual 

tasks, the   

task document was compiled and then distributed to all Team Members for their review and  

refinement. Once again, we used Synergy, the collective efforts of all Team Members to 

produce a  

completed product. This also showed our ability to facilitate. Having neutral content, I 

allowed the Team  

to refine the product. As they received modifications, they would post them for others to 

review.  This  

facilitation process is a necessary step in effectively using your Team. 

 Leading by example, we then conducted the production meetings with the higher 

Leadership Team. 

We then managed the field implementation.  Leading by example is the key to any Team 

building or 

implementation of an idea or program.  

Always if possible, Select Members based on their abilities, not just those you are comfortable 

with.  

Effective Team Members will have abilities and opinions that differ from yours. You should 

embrace 

this and view it as Team strength. Delegate and manage. Do not micromanage. Clearly 

define the  

objectives you want them to achieve. Periodically review their progress, but allow them the 

freedom to  

run with it. Use Synergy. Understand your Team Members’ strengths and then Team individual 

Members together to create a better outcome. 

Correctly facilitate your Team efforts allowing them to come up with fresh ideas and 

explore new avenues. Use your Team to review and refine the result. 

Always lead by example. Walk the talk. Doing is always better than telling. 

Be a supporting Team Member by supporting your Membership and Team Officers. Be a part 

of the Team and help them be successful in their efforts. 

 

Teamwork is the key to our continued success. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Oklahoma District Directors 

John & Shawn Irons 
Ironsline3414@gmail.com 

405-747-4618 
January 2021 

 

 
 

Let’s Make New Friends 
 

Shawn and I are getting ready for Christmas as we write this newsletter 
article.  It is just five days till Christmas.  Yes this has been a very trying time 
for every American and for all people all over the world.  Now that the vaccine 
for COVID-19 is beginning to be dispersed, we can have hope that within six 
months we can have some sense of normalcy for all of us.  For GWRRA and 
our members we have to start planning for what normal will look like.  We 
really can’t use very much from 2020 to outline what it will look like in 2021.  
We need to plan for our district rally.  Take and look at the rides and plan for 
chapter anniversaries for each chapter.  Hope that restaurants will open up 
more and we can have our gatherings.   The bottom line, we have to plan as 
if the COVID-19 will be a thing of the past.  I am asking that all chapter 
directors hold a planning sessions to lay out the plans for each chapter for 
2021.  We will be doing that for the district team.  Shawn and I hope that all 
of you will have a very merry Christmas and a happy new year.   

Polar Bear Run 

The first thing that the district has planned for 2021 is the Polar Bear 

Run.  We will be meeting at Katfish Kitchen, in Tahlequah, Ok Jan 

1st at 12 noon.  After eating we will do a ride.  You can come on your 
motorcycle or in your car to enjoy the great company of the 
Oklahoma District.  Please let Don Ferry our district ride coordinator 
know if you are coming. 
 

District Financial Meeting 

All officers need to mark their calendar for Saturday January 23, 2021 for our financial 
meeting being held at the First Baptist Church of Okarche 101 E. Stroh Ave. Okarche, 
Ok (405) 263-7463. Our meeting is from 1pm to 4pm.  The following will need to attend.  
All district team members, chapter directors, treasurers, MEC, Ride coordinators, CSEA.  
We all like to eat at Elschein’s restaurant in Okarche but being a weekend and being 
very busy, we suggest you call and order out at 405-263-9939 and eat at the church.  
We will eat between11:00am to 12:00n.  Remember Elschein’s does not accept 
Credit or Debit cards.  Cash or personal checks only.  There is an ATM machine if 



needed.  For more information about the restaurant or First Baptist church in Okarche, 
Please contact Jim & Vicki Cook 405-620-5325. 

Stepping Up for the Team 
Effective January 1, 2021 we want to welcome Steve and Carolyn 
Cotton to the Oklahoma district team as district ride educators.  Both 
Steve and Carolyn have been a longtime supporters of officer positions 
in GWRRA.  They have been international couple of the year, national 
trainers, both region and district directors.  At present assist in the MEC 
and couple of the year program at the national level.  You want to know 
what safety and ATGATT is, talk to Steve Cotton.  I know one of his 
main goals for the rider education program will be the levels program.  
Welcome aboard Steve and Carolyn.  We also want to thank Max and 

Mary Rowlett who will be stepping down as district ride educator.  He has done a great 
job.  They are not going anywhere as they will become the assistant ride educator for 
the district.    
A big thanks to Marie and Steve Wilson who will be stepping down as 
Assist District Directors for the Oklahoma District.  They have been such 
a big help in all of the duties of the district team.  They also are not going 
anywhere as they will still be vendor coordinators for the Oklahoma 
Rally.  I know they will be there if we need them.  Please give them a 
big thanks next time you see them. 
 

 
You Make the Difference 
Chapter Directors - GWRRA still has the “You Make the 
Difference” program to show appreciation to members who 
have helped out, or done an outstanding job in some way to 
GWRRA.  Do you have someone who you thinks deserves a 
special pin?  Contact your MEC or District MEC to get the pin and 
certificate. 

 
 
Wing Ding 42 is coming June 29th – July 3rd 2021 

 
              FULL REGISTRATION INCLUDES:  



• Access to ‘Pre-Event Day’ activities! - Tuesday 6/29  

• Wing Ding Welcome Party - Tuesday 6/29 

• 4-day pass to indoor Trade Show - Opens 6/30 

• 4-day pass to Demo Rides on all participating 

manufacturers’ bikes  

• Access to Seminars and Parades  

• Access to Opening and Closing Ceremonies  

• Access to free Evening Entertainment Event  

• Optional dinner and priority seating prior to free 

Entertainment   Event        Souvenir Event Pin and Pocket Guide 

               • Exclusive opportunities for tours, dinners and other 

ticketed events  

               • Numbered armband for chance at thousands of dollars in 

great prizes!  

 • Precision Drill Team Exhibitions and other performances  

 • Optional Rider Education Safety Courses, CPR Classes and 

more 

Dear GWRRA Friends and Family, 

GWRRA is excited to announce that we will be returning to Springfield, Missouri, for 
Wing Ding 42. The event will be held June 29, 2021 through July 3, 2021. We are 
grateful to the city of Springfield for helping make this a possibility for our membership. 

For all of you that have already registered we are transferring your registration from 
2020 to 2021. If you wish to keep it that way you don't need to do anything else but 
plan your trip to Springfield. If you are unable to make it please contact customer 
service at 800-843-9460. Hotel information will be coming shortly so keep an eye on 
your email for more details. Hope to see you all in Springfield! 
 
Everyone who is a member of GWRRA has received a gold book and enclosed is a free 
4 month trial membership sign-up for individuals.  They will receive 4 months subscription 
to Wing World and the opportunity to participate in a chapter.  Tear this out and make 
copies to give to individuals you see riding a motorcycle and have them join you for a 
great fun time in GWRRA.  See Below for flyer… 
 
Everyone who is a member of GWRRA has received a gold book and enclosed is a free 
4 month trial membership sign-up for individuals.  They will receive 4 months subscription 
to Wing World and the opportunity to participate in a chapter.  Tear this out and make 
copies to give to individuals you see riding a motorcycle and have them join you for a 
great fun time in GWRRA.  See Below for flyer… 

 



New Friends 
This month as part of the duties of the District 
Director we are to contact new GWRRA members 
who have just joined. We have a new person 
Oswald Mackey who lives in Kailua Kona, Hawaii.  
This is the big island. Since the Hawaii district does 
not at the time have a chapter Shawn and I decided 
to call him and welcome him to GWRRA.  He has a 
`2018 GW and was a Harley rider for some 26 
years.  He has some great videos of rides that they 

(he and other GW riders) do all of the time.  Check out Ozzie’s YouTube page (ozkona) 

for some great rides.  Anyone up to flying over to visit and a ride?  We all should look at 
the “70%” of those members who don’t take part in GWRRA activities and give them a 
call.  I bet they would love to go for a ride with you.  Check with your MEC or chapter 
director to get the names and numbers of members that are assigned to your chapter.   
Make a new friend in GWRRA today. 
  



 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 

 Ken Hackl    1/8 

 Cindy Russell   1/21 

 David Vogelpohl   1/29 

 Lloyd Russell   1/30 

  

 

 
 
 

 Ken & Linda Frazier  1/18 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
District Director 
John & Shawn Irons   405-747-4618   gwrraok@gmail.com 
 
Chapter-B (Shawnee, Ok) 
Johnie & Gina Fredman  405-397-3850   Johniefredman@gmail.com 

 
Chapter-E (Tulsa, Ok) 
Don & Pam Ferry   918-607-3292   donsgl1800@gmail.com 
  
 
Chapter-G (Bartlesville, Ok) 
Jim & Binnie Gullane   918-331-5859   S52jim@aol.com  
 
Chapter-J (Edmond/Guthrie, Ok) 
Bill & Carolyn Duvall   405-348-0754   wduvall@sbcglobal.net 
 
Chapter-K (Ponca City, Ok) 
Carol Murphy        carol@kixr.com 
 
Chapter-L (Lawton) 
Max & Mary Rowlett   580-704-8290   maxer50@aol.com  
 
Chapter-P (Claremore, Ok) 
Chris & Liz Nicholas   918-557-4621   Liznel1@sbcglobal.net 

 
Chapter-X (Stillwater, Ok) 
Steve & Carolyn Cotton  405-285-5962   Scotton01@cox.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lessons Learned: Experience can be the best teacher 
A vast majority of motorcycle riders rely on their instincts when riding. The problem with that is, for the most part anyway, 
riding well or skillfully requires the exact opposite. 



I know what you’re thinking right now, “What’s this guy talking about? I’ve been riding for years, and my instincts are just 
fine.” I know exactly how you feel, because for more than 20 years, I rode on instincts alone — accident free I might add. I 
had a lot of close calls, but never crashed. 

I even considered myself an above-average rider, mainly because most of the people I rode with made a lot more 
mistakes than I did and had more close calls and more than a few crashes. While I didn’t realize it at that time, I was 
comparing myself to the worst of riders, not the best. Two things had actually kept me from crashing. 

First, I always rode conservatively.  Second, I was damn lucky.  Riding conservatively is always a good idea.  On the other 
hand, depending on dumb luck is not, because sooner or later your luck runs out.  That’s a guarantee. 

When I started riding in 1974, there were no training courses. Like most people, the riding tips I got were from 
experienced riders. Stuff like “Never use the front brake. It will put you right over the handlebars,” or this classic, “If 
somebody pulls out in front of you, jam on the rear brake and lay ‘er down.” I heard the lay ‘er down tip a lot, including 
from a guy with casts on his arm and leg.  That’s when I began having doubts about “experienced” riders — something 
didn’t sound right. 

Eventually I learned the front brake provides 80 percent of a bike’s stopping force — the exact opposite of what the 
“experienced” riders had been telling me.  I practiced braking using both brakes and found I could bring my bike to a fairly 
quick and controlled stop by applying both brakes rather than just the rear. 

I also found that slamming the brake pedal in a panic situation could lock the rear tire and put the bike into a skid.  That’s 
the perfect example of why your instincts are wrong when it comes to riding a motorcycle.  Since most people learned to 
drive a car long before they learned to ride a motorcycle and, since most people accumulate more miles driving cars than 
riding bikes, they’re more apt to slam on the bike’s brake pedal as they would in their car. 

Don’t rely on your instincts when approaching intersections, either.  If a car turns abruptly left in front of you, your instincts 
are to stare at that vehicle.  Since your hands follow your eyes, if you stare at that vehicle, you might inevitably steer right 
into it.  The proper thing to do would be to look for an escape path — something A SKILLED rider would have done 
automatically while approaching the intersection in the first place. 

By now you may be asking yourself how I know so much about riding a motorcycle and many of the mistakes riders make. 
In 1998, while working as a deputy sheriff, the agency I worked for formed a motorcycle unit. I volunteered to join and was 
sent to Tallahassee, Florida, to train with the Florida Highway Patrol.  The course was 120 grueling hours long. I quickly 
realized the 25 years of riding experience I thought I had was really one year’s experience repeated 25 times.  When I 
finished that course, for the first time in my life, I actually knew how to ride a motorcycle. While I’d read about proper riding 
techniques in books and magazines, motor officer training taught me how to use the proper techniques for maximum 
effect. For more than 60 years these techniques had been taught to police officers. Knowing how to use the proper 
techniques to the extreme is the reason motor officers are among the top two percent of riders in America.  If you don’t 
believe that, I invite you to visit YouTube and type in motor officer competition or police rodeo. 

After completing my training I could spot an unskilled rider right away.  In addition, since my skills had improved so much, 
my confidence soared, making riding even more enjoyable for me.  I tell riders if you think riding a motorcycle is fun now, 
imagine if you really knew what you were doing! 

I realized the motor officer’s techniques were so important that everyone who rides should know them.  Soon after my 
initial training, I took the Motor Officers Instructor course and began training law enforcement officers to ride like pros. 

I’ll apply other riding and safety tips that I learned from that course in future issues of  Motorcycle Bagger magazine.  Until 
then, ride safe! 

Jerry “Motorman” Palladino attends bike rallies where he demonstrates safe riding tips. His NEW Ride Like A Pro and 
Book is available from www.ridelikeapro.com. 


