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May is Motorcycle Awareness Month

Back in 2016 Joe Turner, Ride Educator of Chapter LA-F wrote a great 
article for Wing World and because May is motorcycle awareness month, 
I thought it would be appropriate to reprint his article.  

But I Didn’t See Him!  
How many times have you heard this after a car pulls out in front of a 
motorcycle?  Or a motorcycle rider asks, “How could he not see me when 
it’s a bright sunny day?” The truth is, he probably didn’t see you.  On a 
clear day, my motorcycle shows up well from 288 feet away, which is a 
little shorter than a football field at 96 years.  From the same distance 
with a No. 2 yellow pencil held up at arm’s length, the motorcycle is 
completely hidden behind the pencil.  Now think of how wide a car’s 
windshield pillar/post is and you can see how it would be easy to not see 
a motorcycle.  Also, remember this is a full-dressed motorcycle, unlike 
the café racers (aka crotch rockets) or even the smaller Harleys, Hondas, 
etc.  Now you can understand how easy it would be to “not see him”. I 
crunched some numbers and found that a motorcycle can travel 288 feet 
in a very short amount of time.

30 mph – 6.5 seconds
50 mph – 3.9 seconds
60 mph – 3.2 seconds
70 mph – 2.8 seconds

So even if a car stops and the driver looks left, then right, then left again, 
depending on the angle of the car, you could be out of view for a critical 
amount of time.  That’s assuming the driver is not in a hurry and pulls out 
after only looking left, then right.  Never assume a car driver sees you.  
This example may help you understand why I have looked at this from 
both sides.  As a motorcycle rider, I can see how a driver might “not see 
me” and continue to use caution when meeting a car ready to pull out into
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traffic.  As a motorcyclist who drives a car, when pulling out into traffic, I have gotten into the habit of 
leaning forward while looking left the second time.  It changes the perspective of my view around the 
windshield pillar or post that ensures there’s no one in that spot.  I don’t ever want to say the words, 

During May please celebrate Motorcycle Awareness Month by conducting an activity in your 
community.  Let’s get drivers to watch out for motorcycles.  If you need more information please 
contact our Oklahoma District Motorcycle Awareness coordinator Kay Smith for more information.   

I would be remiss if I did not recognize the love of my life and bride Shawn Irons.  May for us is our 
wedding anniversary.  We will celebrate our 27 anniversary, and of that 14 years has been with 
GWRRA.  I am one of those guys who likes to ride with my partner behind me.  Yes I know that many 

guys like riding by themselves but for me traveling down the road, I really 
enjoy celebrating the experience with Shawn.  One of the benefits of having 
her with me is that she likes to document all of the experiences that we 
have done on our motorcycle.  Lastly, take time now that we are getting 
back to some point of normalcy to take your spouse on a motorcycle ride 
and have fun.

We had a very successful two wheel advance rider course on April 10 up at the Ponca City airport.  
There were 12 riders with 4 riders and 2 co-riders from Texas 
chapter TX-P.  I heard they all had a great time and want to thank 
Johnie Fredman the course instructor, Max Rowlett and Steve 
Cotton our District Ride Educators for putting on the ARC course.  
You might ask if anyone dropped their bike.  They will tell you with 
a smile what happen.

On April12 we did a visitation to OK-P in Claremore.  Coming along were 
Assistants District Directors John & Sarah Hoogendoorn.  There I 
installed Ken and Sue Fern as chapter directors for OK-P.  Also being 
installed were Chris and Liz Nicholas as the new chapter MEC and Bill 
and Pamela Denny as assist chapter directors.  Chapter OK-P is always 
a fun chapter to visit.  It was especially good, as I got lucky on the 50/50.  

On April 17 chapter OK-K of Ponca City hosted a GWRRA-101 
daylong seminar at the Eastern Heights Christian Church in Ponca 
City.  Instructing the class was John Irons and Mark Classen.  We 
had a total of 7 chapter members who attended the course.  Mark 
and I want to thank chapter director Carol Murphy for hosting the 
seminar and hope to have another GWRRA-101 course in the fall.  

Congratulations go out to the Oklahoma District Couple of the Year and OK-X 
Stillwater Chapter Directors for taking part in the International COY selection process.  
They did a great job and I know they represented Oklahoma and their chapter well.  
They are what GWRRA is all about.  Great job guys!



BINGO Time
Did you receive your district BINGO card yet?  This is our district activity for 2021.  We’ve created a 
BINGO card filled with fun GWRRA activities. All you have to do is complete activities until you get a 
BINGO (up/down, left/right, or crossways). You can enter for all three directions.   Once you get your 
BINGO you’ll be eligible for a $25, $50 or $100 prize.  Black out the card for a special drawing for a 
special gift.  This runs the whole year so get out and ride.  Mail or email in your cards to District Ride 
Coordinator Don Ferry at gwrraokdistrictrc@gmail.com.

2021 Oklahoma District Rally
The	 2021	 Oklahoma	 District	 Rally	 is	 on	 for	 next	 year	 and	 will	 be	 held	 at	 the	 Muskogee	

ConvenAon	Center,	September	16	–	18,	2021.		Our	theme	will	be	“Three	Wing	Circus”.		The	host	

hotel	is	the	Best	Western	PLUS	2701	Military	Blvd.,	Muskogee,	OK	(918)	910-5060.		Just	give	the	

code	“GOLDWING”	to	get	$79.00	+	tax	room	rates.	 	Call	aZer	January	1,	2021	to	get	your	room	

reserved.		You	can	to	go	to	h\p://www.gwrraokla.org	to	register	for	the	rally.	

You Make the Difference
Chapter Directors - GWRRA still has the “You Make the Difference” program to show 
appreciation to members who have helped out, or done an outstanding job in some way 
to GWRRA.  Do you have someone who you thinks deserves a special pin?  Contact 
your MEC or District MEC to get the pin and certificate.

Volunteer Day at Wing Ding
All Oklahoma district members, please remember that Oklahoma is scheduled to help volunteer in the 
on-site registration table at Wing-Ding on July 1.    Please let us know what time frame you can 
volunteer.  The times are as follows:

8:30 to 11:00
11:00 to 2:00
2:00 to 5:00pm

CPR/First Aid
Let’s schedule a CPR/First Aid class in your chapter.  We have 17 OK-X Stillwater members getting 
their recertification done between March 6 and April 27.  Contact our District MFA instructors Jeannie 
Smith 405-633-3630 or Max Rowlett 580-704-9290 for more information.

Ride Safe and enjoy the road.
John & Shawn Irons, Oklahoma District Directors
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http://www.gwrraokla.org
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Everyone who is a member of GWRRA has received a Gold Book and enclosed is a free 4-month trial 
membership sign-up for individuals.  They will receive 4 months subscription to Wing World and the 
opportunity to participate in a chapter.  Tear this out and make copies to give to individuals you see 
riding a motorcycle and have them join you for a great fun time in GWRRA.  See below for flyer.

Sign	Someone	Up	Today
Mail	to:		GWRRA	PO	Box	42450	

Phoenix,	AZ	85080
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Oklahoma District 
Membership Enhancement 

Coordinator
Carol Murphy

First,	 I	would	like	to	remind	you	that	May	is	Motorist	Awareness	Month.	 	 I	hope	many	of	you	already	have	

plans	for	special	events/rides	during	May.		

I	 was	 reading	 the	 Kentucky	 District	 Newsle\er	 for	 April	 2021.	 	 The	 District	 Member	 Enhancement	

Coordinators	had	an	arAcle	which	I	would	like	to	share	with	you.		The	arAcle	is	a	super	arAcle	and	I	hope	you	

enjoy	reading	the	arAcle	as	much	as	I	did	and	I	think	they	spelled	out	our	GWRRA	MOTTO	really	well.	 	The	

arAcle	is	below.		UnAl	next	Ame!

Carol	Murphy,	OK	District	MEC

carol@kixr.cm

(580)	761-7034

Kentucky	District	Membership	Enhancement	

The	GWRRA	MOTTO	is:	Friends	for	Fun,	Safety	and	Knowledge.	The	way	we	define	those	words	are	mostly	

related	to	motorcycling	and	the	relaAonships	we	form	while	gelng	together	on	two	or	three	wheels.	

FRIENDS	Our	BFF	are	a	couple	we	first	met	in	Chapter	G	in	Minnesota	in	2004.	We	moved	to	KY	in	2018	but	

we	keep	in	touch	oZen	and	get	together	when	we	can	(at	least	a	couple	Ames	a	year).	Most	of	our	other	good	

friends	are	those	we	have	met	in	Kentucky	since	2018	and	those	we	have	met	while	travelling	to	other	District	

rallies	and	Wing	Ding.	

FUN	We	think	it’s	a	lot	of	fun	to	go	on	a	ride	with	our	Chapter	S	friends	or	with	friends	from	another	chapter	

while	 we	 “ride	 to	 eat.”	 It’s	 fun	 to	 be	 at	 our	 chapter	 get	 together	 and	 to	 visit	 other	 chapters.	 (soon	 to	

conAnue)	It’s	fun	to	be	at	the	KY	RIDE-IN,	THE	BLAST,	and	WING	DING	so	we	can	hang	out	with	our	friends	for	

some	conversaAon	and	laughs.	Fun	is	a	very	happy	feeling	and	somewhat	exciAng	too!	

SAFETY	 In	 GWRRA	 life	 we	 can	 relate	 safety	 to	 our	 well-being	 while	 we	 ride:	 our	 bike	 maintenance,	 our	

constant	 a\enAon	 to	our	 surroundings,	our	 speed	 (especially	on	 curves),	 the	 road	and	weather	 condiAons	

and	our	current	physical	condiAon.	These	things	translate	very	well	to	driving	four	wheels	too.	

KNOWLEDGE	the	GWRRA	University	offers	online	classes	or	in	person	classroom	sessions	and	on-bike	classes	

at	district	and	na-Aonal	events.	They	offer	us	the	safest	and	most	enjoyable	riding	ex-perience	possible.	As	we	

work	on	our	levels	program	the	classes	are	a	necessity	while	we	refresh	our	skills.	

The	GWRRA	MOTTO	is	an	important	part	of	our	lives	and	the	bene-fits	of	our	membership	play	a	huge	part	in	

our	everyday	living	out-side	of	the	organizaAon	as	well.	

Dave	and	Roxie	Wilkinson	
Kentucky	District	Member	Enhancement	Coordinators	
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Oklahoma District 
University Coordinator
Mark & Linda Classen
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Thank you for your time and effort that was given to Oklahoma’s first University seminar since 
Covid in Ponca City on April 17th!  We had 7 brave souls that came and we had a great time. John 
Irons and myself presented GWRRA 101.  What a day we had and it was a great success.  

As we look forward to more normal times, (and I think that they are coming) let us look forward to 
what we can do for our chapters and what we need to do for ourselves.  John and I presented the 
GWRRA 101 to Chapter OK-K and they greatly appreciated that we took time out and came to 
them.  This was not planned as a Chapter OK-K event, but it did turn out to be.  We would love to 
do any seminar at any location in Oklahoma, it would really make our day.  Please contact me if 
your chapter would like to have a seminar in your chapter.

In the meantime Linda and I are enjoying our family and are at my brother’s home in Vero Beach, 
Florida as I am writing this.  Man is it nice sitting on the beach in 80 degree weather just listening to 
the waves come in.  We will leave here to visit our son Joshua in Houston and then head home.  

We hope you all are safe and that we will see all our GWRRA friends real soon.  Remember our 
Oklahoma rally and make plans for that.  Also remember Wing Ding in Springfield, MO June 29 - 
July 3.  I will again present a seminar at Wing Ding and since it is so close we would love to see all 
of you there!

Ride safe, ride with the shiny side up, and ride with knowledge.

Mark & Linda Classen
Oklahoma District University Coordinators
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Out of State Activities
Some up coming rides.

April 29-May 1 Texas District Rally - Y.O.	Ranch	Hotel	in	Kerrville	TX
April 29-May 1 TN Dist. Spring Fling Evergreen Smoky Mtn. Lodge,Pigeon Forge, TN
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2021 Missouri District Rally
June 3 thru June 5, 2021

https://mogwrra.org/missouri-events-fliers-and-rally-info/

https://www.gwrraokla.org/__static/2d56222d9c94b08bce43c524d7e31f97/2020-district-activities(2).pdf?dl=1
https://www.gwrraokla.org/__static/2d56222d9c94b08bce43c524d7e31f97/2020-district-activ
https://www.gwrraokla.org/__static/2d56222d9c94b08bce43c524d7e31f97/2020-district-activities(2).pdf?dl=1


Oklahoma District Educator
Steve & Carolyn Cotton
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BEWARE OF MOWERS
This time of year the roads are full of debris from all over.  I wish we could have a law and have it 
enforced to stop the folks who insist on mowing their ditches and lawns into the street.  The trash and 
piles of grass they leave on road ways is a real hazard to us.  Not only can some debris ruin tires, but 
also the grass piles create a loss of traction.  

If you happen to see a mower being used (or that has been used recently), watch out for the grass, 
weed clippings, and trash on the road - these are slick.  If riding by a mower that is currently being 
used, try to prepare yourself and your passenger of flying objects.  If possible you might cover the 
side of your face with your hand and turn your head a little away from the mower.  I sometimes duck 
down behind the windshield, for protection. That is easy for me, but not my co-rider.  I do know that a 
running mower can have a blade speed of 160 mph.  That means a thrown object from that mower 
can destroy an average pair of glasses.  Protection provided from shatterproof glasses and shields 
will help to deter a flying object.  Always remember to wear ATGATT (All The Gear, All The Time) to 
protect all of your body from flying objects.  See last month’s newsletter about the proper gear to 
wear while riding.  Also, watch for mud and gravel that could have washed onto the road during the 
spring rainstorms. 

We have many other flying objects on the move also - the type with stingers.  Are you allergic to 
them?  Do you carry a bee sting kit as part of your First Aid kit?  Your doctor can prescribe one for 
you.  We need to communicate these problems to the people that are riding with you.  The majority of 
the members do not discuss their pill habits, the fact they are diabetic or any important medical 
problems.  Many do not wear a medical tag or have medical information on them – but this is 
something that other riding with you need to know.  Have a chat about the importance of 
communicating things such as this at your Chapter gathering.

Are you up-to-date on your Rider Course and First Aid/CPR training?  With more riding coming up 
this season and with Covid-19 getting better controlled, it is a good idea to check to make sure you 
are up-to-date and take care of getting classes that are needed.  Have you checked your First Aid kit 
recently?  Some things in it may need to be replaced.  This will also prepare you better to enjoy the 
riding season.  Check with your Chapter Director as I have recently sent them your current class 
situation – or you can always contact me directly to help you.

Ride safe, and we will see you down the road!

Steve and Carolyn
Oklahoma District Educators
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Change for Chapter OK-B MAY Monthly Gathering
Call Chapter Director Kay Smith for Location

405-201-3601
Eat 5:30/6:00 pm 

Meet 7:00 pm

OK-P	District	Newsle>er	Ar?cle

In	the	month	of	April	we	had	a	good	size	turnout	for	our	Monthly	Gathering	with	24	Members	and	3	Guests.		OK	

District	Director	John	Irons	installed	new	2021	Chapter	Officers	Ken	&	Sue	Fern,	Chapter	Directors	–	Bill	&	Pam	

Denny,	Assistant	Chapter	Directors	and	Chris	&	Liz	Nicholas,	Chapter	MEC’s.

Bill	Denny	and	Rick	Greninger	completed	the	Advanced	Riders	Course	in	Ponca	City	on	April	10.	 	Mark	Classen	

instructed	a	GWRRA	101	Seminar	in	Ponca	City	on	April	17.

Bill	Denny	led	a	fun	day	trip	to	Har-Ber	Village	Museum	at	Grand	Lake	on	April	22.		A	very	interesAng	place	that	

is	well	worth	a	visit.		The	onsite	restaurant	was	very	good	too.

We’ve	had	really	good	turnouts	for	our	Friday	Dinner	Rides.		Everyone	seems	to	agree	that	they	like	doing	them	

in	the	aZernoon	rather	than	evenings.		So	we	will	conAnue	doing	that.

Our	big	event	for	May	will	be	the	Heyburn	Lake	Campout	May	10-17.		Daily	acAviAes	include	a	HOBO	Dinner	at	

camp	on	Tuesday,	Dinner	Ride	to	D’s	Specialty	Café	in	Stroud	on	Wednesday,	a	Chili	&	Hotdog	Cookout	at	camp	

on	Thursday,	Dinner	Ride	to	Mugsey’s	Grill	in	Yale	on	Friday	and	a	big	Pot	Luck	Dinner	at	camp	on	Saturday.		The	

OK	District	Ride	to	Foggy	Bo\om	Restaurant	@	Sequoyah	SP	is	that	Saturday	as	well	–	and	plans	are	to	ride	over	

to	Heyburn	Lake	to	join	OK-P	aZer	lunch.		Chapter	OK-X	has	also	indicated	they	are	planning	a	ride	to	join	us	for	

the	Chili	&	Hotdog	Cookout	on	Thursday.

In	addiAon	to	three	planned	Friday	Dinner	Rides,	we	are	also	planning	a	Day	Ride	to	Tahlequah	on	May	23	to	eat	

at	Kawish	Kitchen	–	followed	by	a	tour	of	the	Cherokee	Heritage	Center.

We	will	not	have	our	regular	May	10	Gathering	at	the	Pizza	Hut	in	Claremore	this	month.		Instead,	we	will	have	

a	gathering	at	Heyburn	Camp	following	the	Pot	Luck	Dinner	on	Saturday	the	15.	

All	are	welcome	to	join	us.	 	Go	to	the	Chapter	OK-P	Events	tab	on	GroupWorks	for	detailed	informaAon	about	

acAviAes,	Ames	&	locaAons.

Ken	&	Sue	Fern,	OK-P	Chapter	Directors
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Wing Ding 42 is coming June 29-July 3, 2021

														

FULL	REGISTRATION	INCLUDES:	

•	Access	to	‘Pre-Event	Day’	acAviAes!	-	Tuesday	6/29	

•	Wing	Ding	Welcome	Party	-	Tuesday	6/29

•	4-day	pass	to	indoor	Trade	Show	-	Opens	6/30

•	4-day	pass	to	Demo	Rides	on	all	parAcipaAng	manufacturers’	bikes	

•	Access	to	Seminars	and	Parades	

•	Access	to	Opening	and	Closing	Ceremonies	

•	Access	to	free	Evening	Entertainment	Event	

•	OpAonal	dinner	and	priority	seaAng	prior	to	free	Entertainment			

•	Event		Souvenir	Event	Pin	and	Pocket	Guide

															•	Exclusive	opportuniAes	for	tours,	dinners	and	other	Acketed	events	

									 •	Numbered	armband	for	chance	at	thousands	of	dollars	in	great	prizes!	

•	Precision	Drill	Team	ExhibiAons	and	other	performances	

•	OpAonal	Rider	EducaAon	Safety	Courses,	CPR	Classes	and	more

Dear GWRRA Friends and Family,

GWRRA is excited to announce that we will be returning to Springfield, Missouri, for 
Wing Ding 42. The event will be held June 29, 2021 through July 3, 2021. We are 
grateful to the city of Springfield for helping make this a possibility for our 
membership.

For all of you that have already registered we are transferring your registration from 
2020 to 2021. If you wish to keep it that way you don't need to do anything else but 
plan your trip to Springfield. If you are unable to make it please contact customer 
service at 800-843-9460. Hotel information will be coming shortly so keep an eye 
on your email for more details. Hope to see you all in Springfield!

Stay Safe and Safe Riding,
Gold Wing Road Riders Association

Volunteer Day at Wing Ding
All Oklahoma district members, please remember that Oklahoma is scheduled to help 
in the on-site registration table at Wing-Ding on July 1.  

tel:8008439460%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Our Oklah0ma 
District Team

Newsletter Editor
Gina Fredman
Shawnee, OK
G: 405-397-3973
gwrraok.newsletter@gmail.com

Treasurer
Jeannie Smith
Broken Arrow, OK
918-357-2930
js2930@cox.net

District Director
John & Shawn Irons
Stillwater, OK
405-747-4618
ironsline3414@gmail.co,

Asst. District Director, 
Couple of the Year Coord.
John & Sarah Hoogendoorn
Ponca City, OK
580-262-0813
scottiedog1965@yahoo.com

Motorist Awareness Div. Coord., 
District Photographer
Kay & “Smitty” Smith
McLoud, OK
K:  405-201-3601
K:  ldyky727@yahoo.com
S:  405-201-3600
S:  butch850@yahoo.com

District Webmaster
Cindi Hudgins
Yale, OK
918-223-7523
chudgoldwing@gmail.com
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Membership Enhancement Coord.
Carol Murphy
Ponca City, OK
580-761-7034
carol@kixr.com

District Rider Educator
Steve & Carolyn Cotton
Edmond, OK
918-798-8360
scotton01@cox.net

District University Coord.
Mark & Linda Classen
Claremore, OK
H: 918-928-3624
M:  918-200-5235
L: 918-200-6745
mnlclassen@gmail.com

District Ride Coordinator
Don Ferry
Tulsa, OK
918-607-3292
gwrraokdistrictrc@gmail.com

Vendor Coordinator
Marie & Steve Wilson
Stillwater, OK
405-338-5393
kd5exm@gmail.com

District Couple of the Year
Jim & Vicki Cook
Okarche, OK
405-620-5325
jcook@cookcraftsman.com



Oklah0ma Chapters,
Directors and Meeting Info.

Kay & “Smitty” Smith  405-201-3601
ldyky727@yahoo.com
4th Thursday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet  

Don & Pam Ferry  918-607-3292
chapterdirectorok3@gmail.com
2nd Tuesday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet 
Rex’s Chicken, 11982 S. Memorial, Bixby

Bill & Carolyn Duvall h: 405-348-0754, c: 405-209-9501
wduvall@sbcglobal.net
3rd Thursday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet 
Johnnie’s Charcoal Broiler, 33 E. 33rd, Edmond

Carol Murphy 580-761-7034
carol@kixr.com
3rd Tuesday, 6:00 Eat, 7:00 meet
Ground Round, 720 E. Prospect, Ponca City 

Jim & Vicki Cook  405-620-5325
jcook@cookcraftsman.com
2nd Saturday, 8am eat, 9am meet
Sooners Corner Restaurant, I-35 Exit #185, 
one block west

Max & Mary Rowlett 580-704-8290
maxer50@aol.com
1st Monday, 6:30 eat, 7:30 meet 
Golden Corral, 2632 NW Cache Rd., Lawton

Ken & Sue Fern  419-348-5649
fern4127@aol.com
2nd Monday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet
Pizza Hut., 600 Lynn Riggs Blvd., Claremore
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Binnie & Jim Gullane 918-331-5859
S52jim@aol.com
1st Tuesday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet 
Montana Mike’s, 3825 SE Adams Rd.,  Bartlesville

Call Kay Smith for Location


